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SUBJ: TRAVEL TO SOCIALIST COUNTRIES BY THAI LEFTISTS 

REF: BANGKOK 7870 

SUMMARY: SEVERAL PROMINENT THAI LEFTISTS HAVE REPORTEDLY LEPT 
THAILAND POR SOCIALIST COUNTRIES IN EUROPE OR ASIA. THIS 
MAY BE A SIGN OF INCREASED DISILLUSIONMENT WITH OVERT 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. END SUMMARY. 

1. BANGKOK NEWSPAPERS OF APRIL 8, 1976, REPORTED THAT A 
NUMBER OP PROMINENT LEPTISTS HAVE LEFT THAILAND FOR EASTERN 
EUROPE. NAMED WERE THIRAYUT BUNMI AND PHINIT CHARUSOMBAT, 

BOTH PORMER SECRETARIES GENERAL OP THE LEFTIST NATIONAL STUDENT 
CENTER OP THAILAND (NSCT). WIRAT SAKCHIRAPHAPHONG, DEPUTY 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY OP THAILAND, AND 
PRASAN MARUKKHAPHITHAK, UNSUCCESSFUL SOCIALIST CANDIDATE 
POR PARLIAMENT, AND BROTHER OP CURRENT NSCT DEPUTY SECRETARY 
GENERAL CHIRACHAI MARUKKHAPHITHAK. THIRAYUT REPORTEDLY 
LEFT THAILAND ON MARCH 30, INTENDING EVENTUALLY TO VISIT 
CHINA, AND THE OTHER THREE LEFT ON APRIL 2. NEWS- 
PAPERS CLAIMED THAT OTHER PROMINENT LEFTISTS HAVE ALSO 
GONE ABROAD RECENTLY, BUT DID NOT NAME THEM. 
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2. POLICE SOURCES CONFIRMED THE DEPARTURE OF THE FOUR 
ACTIVISTS TO AN EMBOFF, BUT SAID THAT THEY HAD NO POSITIVE 
INFORMATION ON ANY OTHERS HAVING LEFT RECENTLY, AND WERE 
NOT SURE OF THE FINAL DESTINATIONS. POLICE SAID THAT THEY 
EXPECTED THE FOUR TO RETURN TO THAILAND. 

3. WHILE TRIPS TO FRIENDLY "SOCIALIST" COUNTRIES BY THAI 
ACTIVISTS ARE NOT UNCOMMON, THESE HAVE COME AT AN INTEREST- 
ING TIME. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE DEPARTURES ARE A SIGN 

OF INCREASING CONCERN AMONG LEFTISTS FOR THEIR PERSONAL 
SAFETY, CAUSED BY RECENT ASSASSINATIONS AND ARRESTS OF 
SEVERAL STUDENTS ON COMMUNIST CHARGES (SEE REFTEL). SOME 
ACTIVISTS MAY ALSO BE DISILLUSIONED WITH THE TREMENDOUS 
DEFEAT SUFFERED BY LEFTIST POLITICAL PARITIES IN THE 
APRIL 4 ELECTION. (THEY LOST 26 OF THE 32 SEATS THEY HAD 
HELD.) IF LEFTISTS ARE GIVING UP ON THE LEGITIMATE 
POLITICAL ARENA, AND FEEL THAT THEY MUST GO UNDERGROUND 
TO AVOID RETALIATION FOR THEIR ACTIVITIES, IN THE LONG 
TERM THIS TREND COULD BE OF BENEFIT TO THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY, AND IS AN UNFORTUNATE DEVELOPMENT FOR THAILAND. 
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